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Activity 2 
Identifying skills and experience that parents bring to the school 

 
Purpose Who will be involved 
 
To conduct a survey at a parents 
evening to identify: 

o The skills and experience 
parents have that they could 
offer to the school 

o The times that best suit 
parents for involvement with 
the school 

 
o Parent Council members 
o Principal 
o School staff 
o Parents attending Parent 

evenings 

 
 
A sample parent survey is provided.  Some specific questions could be 
added.  The survey is designed for an interviewer to complete in one-to-one 
conversation with parents.  Parents evening or other school events might be 
good to carry out the survey. 
 
The survey could be extended outside the school to meet parents in places 
they feel comfortable.  Visits to community groups might help parents feel 
more at ease.  Talking to parents at the school gate as they drop off or pick up 
their children is another option. 
 
Once the survey has been completed the information can be used to help the 
school and the Parent Council to work out ways to involve parents by asking 
them to share their skills and experience.  Information about times which are 
good for parents will help with planning activities, events or meetings. 
 
The survey could be repeated at the beginning of the school year to include 
parents who are new to the school 
  

 
 
 
 

These materials were adapted from "Parents as Partners in their Children’s Learning” 
produced by The Scottish Government, Crown Copyright 2006.  Website: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/09/07091311 
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